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Presidentôs Column 
by Juha M äkikalli  
 

Dear FFC Members,  
 
Welcome to FFC-sponsored and FFC-supported events this fall! I hope you have 
had a nice summer filled with new experiences whether you stayed in Colorado, 
visited Finland, attended FinnFest in San Diego, or traveled elsewhere. 
 
Many thanks to all of you who participated in the preparations or the booth sales 
activities at the Scandinavian Midsummer Festival in Estes Park. We had great 
success effectively selling out our inventory. Also many thanks to Pat McKenna 
for hosting FFCôs End-of-Summer Picnic and thanks to all of you who attended 
on Sep 11. 
 
Personally, the highlight of my summer was a two-week vacation in Raisio, 
Finland. Besides visiting my folks and many relatives and friends, I got to spend 
some good moments at a big festival for expatriate Finns, ñSuomi Sydªmessªò ï 
ñFinland in Our Heartò, in Turku, July 1-4. Among the fun events was a 4

th
 of July 

celebration honored by the presence of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Oreck, the U.S. 
Ambassador to Finland. The Orecks are residents of Boulder, and they are doing 
a great job educating Finns about Colorado. They clearly appreciated learning 
about FFC activities.  

 
Thereôs been a lot of media coverage on how 9/11 changed our lives. Sadly, the tragic events in Norway no doubt 
will also have a long-lasting impact on all the Nordic countries if not the whole world. However, it is remarkable how 
such tragedies bring people together and unite them. In Colorado, at the Trollheim Lodge on July 30, a heartfelt 
memorial service was held as a tribute to the lives lost in Norway on July 22. FFC was well-represented, and we 
contributed towards support for the Norwegian Red Cross in their relief efforts.  
 
Our Board of Trustees recognized a while back that FFCôs bylaws called for an update. After hours of consideration 
and discussions involving several members of FFC in the process over many months, the new bylaws were recently 
completed and signed off by the trustees at Pat McKennaôs on September 11.  They are posted on FFCôs website. 
Please take a look at your convenience and feel free to provide any comments or suggestions for further 
improvements by emailing me. As an outcome of the new bylaws, we have renamed some of the officer positions. 
You can see the current ñlineupò of trustees and officers towards the end of this Finnfax. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Juha  
 
jmakikalli@comcast.net  
 
Above: Juha Mäkikalli at FFCôs End-of-Summer Picnic. Photo by Hirvelä, 2011. 
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Consulôs Corner 
by Juha Mäkikalli , Honorary Consul of Finland , State of Colorado   
   
Amendments to the Finnish Nationality Act  

Amendments to the Nationality Act (Kansalaisuuslaki 359/2003) entered into force as of 1 September 2011. The Act 
aims to improve the social cohesion and integration of immigrants by making naturalization more flexible. 

The Nationality Act also includes amendments that concern persons living abroad.  
Former Finnish citizens can re-apply for citizenship by declaration. The citizenship will be granted regardless of 
whether the former Finnish citizenôs domicile is in Finland or abroad. 

The declaration procedure does not apply to Finnish citizensô children. 
A person living abroad (former Finnish citizen, illegitimate children of Finnish men, adopted children) can submit a 
declaration at any police station in Finland or at a diplomatic mission (L.A., New York, Washington DC) or at any 
honorary consulate. 

A childôs parent or legal guardian or representative can submit a declaration on behalf of the child. 

Retaining Finnish citizenship at the age of 22 has also changed. As of 1 September 2011, applying for a Finnish 
passport at the age of 18-21 years serves as proof of sufficiently close ties to Finland. Furthermore, starting military 
or non-military service or voluntary military service for women before turning 22 years of age will prevent losing 
Finnish citizenship. Those who have acquired Finnish citizenship by application or by declaration will retain their 
citizenship at the age of 22. 

More information about the amended Nationality Act, including the application forms, is available on the home page 
of the Finnish Immigration Service at http://www.migri.fi/. 

Finlandôs New U.S. Ambassador, Ms. Ritva Koukku-Ronde  

On September 1, Ritva Koukku-Ronde assumed her post as the appointed Ambassador of Finland to the United 
States. ñIôm excited to be Finlandôs first female ambassador to the United States,ò says Mrs. Koukku-Ronde, who 
comes to Washington after serving in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs for almost three decades. 

Ambassador Koukku-Ronde has worked in various positions in the foreign ministry in Helsinki and at Finnish 
diplomatic missions abroad. Before her posting as ambassador, she served as the Under-Secretary of State at the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Helsinki. 

Finnish School of Denver  News  

by Markus and Raija Alahuhta  
 
The Finnish School of Denver is starting again for the 
2011 fall semester. School dates are September 11th 
and 25th, October 9th and 23rd, November 6th and 
20

th
, and December 11th. Three childrenôs and two 

adult groups are offered. Kids themes for this semester 
are nature, weather and seasons.  
 
We are always looking for additional teachers for both 
the childrenôs and adultsô groups. No teaching 
background is required. For more information send 
email to info@denverfinnishschool.org  or check our 
web pages at http://www.denverfinnishschool.org/.  
 
To right: Students at Finnish School of Denver. Photo provided by 
Markus and Raija Alahuhta. 

http://www.migri.fi/
mailto:info@denverfinnishschool.org
http://www.denverfinnishschool.org/
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Recent FFC Events  

 
Scenes from th e Scandinavian Midsummer Festival in Estes Park , June 25 -26 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Photos top row left by Dan Kamunen: from left, Tuja Nordström, Suzanne Koski, Karla Taylor, Sonja Kamunen; Karla & Sonja.  
Photo top row right by Carol Palin. Photos second row left provided by Suzanne Koski; Photo second row right by Dan Kamunen: Mikko Koski & 
Olle Sakari. Photos bottom row by Suzanne KoskiðLeft: Mikko and family; Rightðhistory demonstrations.  

 
FFC had a successful year at the Midsummer Festival in Estes Park, selling flower head-wreaths, plates, and other 
itemsðthe event is FFCôs main fund-raiser for the year. Mikko Koski and Olle Sakari performed at the event. 


